
2020 - 2021 PROGRAM CALENDAR
Boston Chapter Construction Specifications Institute
CSI Boston will be hosting virtual, combination virtual/in-person, and in-person meetings 
as conditions permit.  Please check with csiboston.org  for information on each program.

In-Person Meetings:University of Massachusetts Club, 
                                         One Beacon St., Boston MA, 32nd Fl 
Board Meeting: (open to everyone) 4:15 – 5:15 PM 
Networking and Tabletops:   5:15 – 6:00 PM
Dinner & Presentation:   6:00 – 8:00 PM

VIRTUAL MEETINGS:           No charge 
FOR IN-PERSON MEETINGS:
Members:            No charge
Non-Members:       $30 for Networking & Dinner 
Program Only:            No charge

For Membership, contact: 
Kristin Norwood knorwood@smma.com or Jared Gorman jgorman@atas.com. 
For Tabletops or Virtual Meeting Product/Services, Introduction Opportunities 
before the Program, contact: Tony DeVito, 617 571-8900 tdevito@gaco.com, and 
select “Tabletop” when registering online.

  September 9th, 2020 (Wednesday)
  Sustainable and Fire-Resilient Buildings

PRESENTER: 
BRIAN J. MEACHAM, PhD, PE, CEng, FIFireE, FSFPE 
Brian is Managing Principal at Meacham Associates. 
He develops risk-informed performance-based solutions 
to complex building and infrastructure challenges, 
provides peer-review services, conducts building and fire 
regulatory system studies and undertakes research. 

DESCRIPTION: Sustainability and resiliency are terms 
one often hears today in discussions about the built envi-
ronment.  While some use the terms interchangeably, they 
embody different concepts, which sometimes align, but 
in other cases, can result in competing objectives. Good 
building design should address both sustainability and 
resiliency concepts as part of a holistic approach. This is 
especially important when considering the sustainable 
and fire resilient design of buildings, as one must be care-
ful to not inadvertently trade off a life safety objective for 
a sustainability objective, but to strive to achieve both. 
This presentation will overview sustainability and fire ob-
jectives and the importance of achieving sustainable and 
fire resilient designs.

  October 14th, 2020 (Wednesday)
  Material Innovations for the Next Decade

PRESENTER: 
ANDREW DENT, Ph.D., Executive Vice President, Material 
Research, Material ConneXion.  Andrew Dent plays a key 
role in the expansion of Material ConneXion’s technical 
knowledge base. His research directs the implementa-
tion of consulting projects and the selection of innovative, 
sustainable and advanced materials to Material ConneX-
ion’s library.  A leading expert on sustainable materials, 
his insight has played an important part in creating a new 
generation of more sustainable products. Dr. Dent also 
oversees the materials knowledge of the sampling service 
Material Bank as part of the SANDOW company.  He is a 
frequent speaker on sustainable and innovative materi-
al strategies, having given two TED talks at TEDx Grand 
Rapids and TEDNYC, and is the co-author of the Material 
Innovation book series, which includes Packaging Design, 
Product Design and Architecture.

DESCRIPTION: What can we expect in the building 
space in the next 10 years? Materials, methods, and the 
ever-evolving aspect of sustainability are guaranteed to 
change the way we construct in 2030, but what are trends 
we are seeing now that will herald breakthroughs over 
the decade? This presentation will provide insights into 
emerging material technologies and new digital manufac-
turing methods that will affect the industry as it grapples 
with the changing way we are living and the concern for a 
warming planet.

March 10th, 2021 (Wednesday)
  Glass Guardrails Failures – Lessons Learned

PRESENTERS: 
DR. DAVID SCHNERCH, Ph.D., P.E., Associate Principal 
with WJE has completed a wide range of failure inves-
tigations, structural evaluations, load tests, and repair 
designs of buildings, bridges, parking garages, and other 
structures.

EMMA CARDINI, P.E., Associate Principal with WJE has 
experience in façade investigations, historic preservation, 
and structural condition assessments.  

DESCRIPTION: Glass guardrails at roof terraces and 
balconies have a safety function while not obscuring 
views that are desirable for high rise towers.  Frequently 
loading on the guardrails is governed by wind loads rather 
than the code requirements for a building occupant lean-
ing on the guardrail.  In order to resist these loads with-
out posts, a base connection that transmits loads to the 
structure and minimizes rotation is required.  Frequently 
these critical connections are subject to installation and 
durability issues.  This presentation describes design 
loads for guardrails, thermal expansion properties, design 
considerations, some of the maintenance issues with var-
ious types of systems and discusses potential durability 
issues.

  April14th, 2021 (Wednesday)
  SpeedCore: Game Changer!

PRESENTERS: 
RON KLEMENCIC is Chairman and C.E.O. of Magnusson 
Klemencic Associates, an award-winning, 225-person 
structural and civil engineering firm headquartered in 
Seattle, Washington, with a branch office in Chicago. He 
earned his B.S. in Civil Engineering from Purdue Universi-
ty in 1985 and his M.S in Structural Engineering from the 
University of California Berkeley in 1986

DESCRIPTION: This program will showcase the Rainier 
Square development in Seattle, which includes a 1.4 mil-
lion square-foot, 58-story, 850-foot tall mixed-use tower.  
Bracing this tower against wind and seismic demands is a 
new structural system; a non-proprietary Concrete-Filled, 
Composite Plate Shear Wall (CF-CPSW) system, or as 
dubbed by AISC – Speed Core.

The innovative structure that features a lateral bracing 
system utilizing a sandwich of steel-plate panels tied to-
gether with steel rods and field-filled with concrete will 
be explained. Unlike a traditional concrete core, there is 
no rebar, and no formwork of any kind.  Erection of the 
tower began in October,2019 and was completed by Au-
gust,2020 – only 10 months later resulting in a schedule 
savings of 10 months.   

  May 19th, 2021 (Wednesday)
  The Right Energy Upgrade for Historic Buildings

PRESENTERS: 
SUSAN KNACK-BROWN is a Senior Principal at Simpson 
Gumpertz & Heger Inc. who specializes in large-scale 
preservation and adaptive reuse projects where she ap-
plies technology to the restoration of landmark buildings 
and works with owners to extend the function and perfor-
mance of existing buildings.  Some of Susan’s signature 
projects include the multi-phase, multi-year roof reha-
bilitation and skylight restoration of the New York State 
Capitol, the roof replacement on the Massachusetts State 
House, and on-going work at The First Church of Christ, 
Scientist.

DESCRIPTION: Owners and designers often want to up-
grade an historic building’s energy performance, but can 
struggle with what are the best choices with regards to 
invasiveness, long term performance, payback, etc.  Us-
ing common examples, this presentation examines the 
impact and effectiveness of a variety of upgrades.  Rel-
atively simple interventions, such as installing window 
weatherstripping and sealing other air leakage paths, or 
expanding mechanical systems’ setpoints, can reduce en-
ergy consumption with little building fabric impact.  Oth-
er more extensive interventions, such as retrofitting wall 
or roof insulation, or installing new mechanical systems, 
may be needed depending on the building’s use or goals.

  November 10th, 2020 (Tuesday)
  Historical Stone Façade Repairs; 
  What Have We Learned?

PRESENTER: 
EMMA CARDINI P.E., Associate Principal with WJE has 
experience in façade investigations, historic preservation, 
and structural condition assessments.

DESCRIPTION: The historic use of natural stone clad-
ding in masonry wall systems is well understood.  How-
ever, the understanding that conservators and designers 
practicing historic preservation have for the best practic-
es of preserving natural stone cladding materials contin-
ues to evolve.  Addressing unintended problems in stone 
cladding systems resulting from inappropriate mainte-
nance or repairs is becoming a more frequent occurrence, 
particularly with regard to joint treatment.

Inappropriate past repair efforts often lead to physical 
distress of stone facades.  Various repairs for stone spalls, 
cracks, and displacement will be discussed along with a 
brief history as to how these technologies have evolved.  
Subsequently, the process for evaluating and selecting 
appropriate repair treatments will be shared.  In conclu-
sion, these case studies will highlight best practices for 
evaluating the most sensitive and effective repair ap-
proaches that can be considered for improving the per-
formance of stone facades while retaining the historical 
character and distinctive features.

  December, 2020
  WINTER SOCIAL: Stay tuned! 
  Dates and locations are to be announced.

  June, 2021
  SUMMER SOCIAL: Awards Night
  Dates and locations are to be announced.

  January 20th, 2021 (Wednesday)
  Mass Save Energy Efficiency Funding and Support
  Working Together Toward Ultra Low Energy Buildings

PRESENTERS: 
KIMBERLY CULLINANE, CEM, LEED AP, Sr. Energy 
Efficiency Consultant, Eversource.  Nineteen years of 
program leadership, energy and environmental policy 
analysis, and stakeholder management, including 10 
years of direct experience facilitating energy-efficient 
sustainable building design and construction and 
sustainable building operations and maintenance.

DENISE ROULEAU, Lead Program Manager, Commercial 
New Construction, National Grid.  Dynamic, results 
oriented clean energy/energy efficiency professional 
with demonstrated success in program and project 
management, strategic planning, stakeholder relations 
and business development.

DESCRIPTION: Incentive dollars and technical sup-
port have been the hallmark of Mass Save programs 
for years. Eversource, National Grid and the other Mass 
Save Program Administrators are now rolling out a new 
and improved set of program support pathways that will 
help commercial project teams achieve superior ener-
gy efficiency and even zero net energy status with their 
new construction projects.  The presentation will cover 
how to participate and will describe the level of technical 
assistance and incentives available for different project 
types. We will review recent examples where the program 
is helping customers achieve their energy reduction goals. 

  February 10th, 2021 (Wednesday)
  Glass Half Full, or Half Empty?
    A Panel Discussion on Glass Technology for Exterior Facades

PRESENTERS: 
TONY CINNAMON, Associate Principal at Wiss, Janney, 
Elstner Associates, Inc. has participated in building en-
closure investigations, window and curtain wall failures, 
and glass and glazing assessments.

JASON DER ANANIAN, Senior Project Manager, Simpson 
Gumpertz & Heger specializes in building-enclosure 
design and building science.

BOB PERSECHINI, Vice President/Group Leader NV5 
(formerly RDK Engineers), a provider of engineering and 
consulting services to public and private sector.

DESCRIPTION: Glass technologies used in exterior fa-
cades continue to be a prominent feature in Boston build-
ings. Come hear a panel of industry professionals dis-
cuss the current state of glass technologies inclusive of 
exterior shading and performance metrics. The panel will 
address influences of the National Fenestration Rating 
Council on commercial and residential windows and the 
importance of frames for the windows. Investigations of 
shadow box designs and failures will be addressed along 
with recommendations on best practices to achieve suc-
cess. Finally, a case study of a building with glass facades 
will be discussed with the pros and cons of using the cur-
rent version of ASHRAE 90.1 and IECC adopted by Massa-
chusetts to achieve code compliance.   Additional Events

CONSTRUCT 2020
October 7-9, 2020
Virtual Experience - www.constructshow.com

ABX2020
December 2-3, 2020
Virtual Experience - www.abexpo.com

NORTHEAST REGION CONFERENCE
April 29 to May 1, 2021
Hotel 1620, Plymouth Harbor, MA
https://nercsi.com/northeast-region-conference/

Follow us on social media!
@boston_csi - Twitter 
CSI Boston Chapter – Facebook 
CSI Boston Chapter – LinkedIn

See csiboston.org for the latest 
news and events from your chapter.

http://www.constructshow.com
http://www.abexpo.com
https://nercsi.com/northeast-region-conference/

